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Accrediting
committee's
visit to WKU
successful
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Gabbi Hagan, a senior from Tompkinsville, laughs while Debbie Vincent and her daughter Jessica finish shaving Hagan's head.
Hagan is a member of Omega Phi Alpha and has shaved her head three times for St. Baldrick's. LEANORA BENKATO/HERALD

SHAVE it ff
St. Baldricks a chance to fight childhood cancer
BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Sudents clustered at Nick Denes
Field on Saturday afternoon, following a WKU baseball game against the
Southern Miss University Golden
Eagles to shave their heads for a common cause.
The St. Baldrick’s fundraiser provided a way for students to raise money
for a cure for childhood cancer, while
showing support for those diagnosed
with the disease. Many children lose

their hair while fighting cancer due

to chemotherapy, and the fundraising

event allowed people to shave their

hair in solidarity.
The event, in its sixth year on cam-

pus and organized by Omega Phi Al-

pha sorority, raised $4,500 with future

donations still pending.
A group of about 50 people gathered

Bowling Green junior Breanna Harris holds her pigtails in her lap after her hair was
cut on Saturday. The hair will be donated to an organization that makes wigs for
children with hair loss. LEANORA BENKATO/HERALD
around the deck off the third baseline
to either watch or participate in the
head-shaving spectacle. Men were the
first called to get rid of their hair. The

crowd cheered as the first locks of hair
fell to the ground.
Nathan Wilson, a sophomore from
Princeton, sported an “ask me why I’m

SEE ST. BALDRICKS PAGE A2

WKU is one step closer to passing
its reaccreditation by the Southern
Association of College and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC),
meaning the university would retain
the financial and academic benefits of
being an accredited university.
Administrators have been planning
for the SACSCOC review for more
than two years. The process acts as a
sort of university census, occurring
every 10 years. Successful reaccreditation means eligible students can receive federal financial aid, such as Pell
Grants, and allow faculty a stronger
platform for verifying the validity of
their research.
SACSCOC administrators toured
campus last week for onsite reaffirma-

SEE SACSCOC PAGE A3

Saudi students
restricted from
certain classes
BY LASHANA HARNEY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Some students feel overwhelmed by
all the options when it comes to picking classes, but for some Saudi Arabian students the options are fewer.
The Academic Quality Committee—
a standing committee in the Faculty Senate—submitted a report to
the Senate Executive Committee on
March 1 regarding an investigation.
The committee was asked to investigate an email sent to all advisors regarding students funded by the Saudi
Arabian Cultural Mission (SACM).
The SACM is an organization that
provides financial aid to Saudi Arabian students who choose to further
their education in the United States.
Laura DeLancey, Academic Quality
committee chair, said the committee
was asked to look into the issue by the
SEC.
Russell Curley, director of the Academic Advising and Retention Center,
sent the email. He said SACM does not
fund certain courses, such as religion

SEE STUDENTS PAGE A2

What's inside

Gatton seniors offered national scholarships
BY JESSICA VOORHEES

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The U.S. Department of State offered four Gatton Academy seniors National Security Language Initiative for Youth
scholarships, which provide complete funding for immersive language study in foreign countries over six to eight
week periods in the summer.
Derick Strode, assistant director of Academic Services for
Gatton Academy, said this is the largest number of NSLI-Y
scholarships ever awarded to Gatton students.
He said Gatton Academy marketed the program to students for four years and partnered with the WKU Office
of Scholar Development to prepare applicants for written
submissions and interviews.

Gatton Academy senior India Blassar, from Henderson,
will further her studies in Russian at a university in Moldova.
Blassar studied Russian for two semesters through the
modern languages department. She said she chose Russian
for her foreign language study because of its career marketability.
"I wanted to learn a critical language and increase job
competitiveness," she said.
Blassar said she learned about the scholarship opportunity from her roommate who participated last year.
"I'm excited about the immersion aspect," she said. "I
hope to become fluent."
Blassar said she hopes to continue her language studies

SEE GATTON PAGE A2
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Continued from FRONT
and dance.
“It is funded through their national
government and they do have some
limitations with what they’re willing to
fund,” he said.
Curley said SACM funding also extends to majors as well. Majors incorporating hard sciences, such as engineering, are funded while humanities
based majors are not.
DeLancey said the email in question

ST. BALDRICKS
Continued from FRONT

bald” pin. Wilson said he took part because fighting childhood cancer is a
passion of his since he lost a childhood
friend to cancer. He also took part in
Up ‘til Dawn, a fundraiser for St. Jude’s,
because of his interest.

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

was informing advisors what classes
the Saudi Arabian students were funded to take.
“Someone was concerned that
advisors were being told to steer
students away from these majors,”
DeLancey said. “When the Academic Quality Committee read the
email, it appeared to us that it wasn’t
so much anybody was saying steer
students away. It was informing
students that they aren’t funded for
these majors.”
DeLancey said that was an important

distinction to make.
“It’s one thing to inform a student
of what their funding will and will not
cover and it’s another thing to actively
dissuade them from taking a certain
class,” she said.
The investigation into the email concluded at the end of February and the
committee’s report was released on
March 1.
However, DeLancey said the conversation might continue if someone
asks for further investigation regarding Saudi Arabian students’ academic

freedom.
“Other issues came up when we were
talking, including is it a problem that
WKU is accepting funding from an
institution that doesn’t allow students
complete freedom of the classes that
they take, but we felt that was outside
the scope that we had been charged to
look at,” she said.
She said if someone on Faculty Senate or the SEC decided they want to
broaden the conversation, then the
committee would do further investigation.

“Any chance to help St. Jude’s and
fight childhood cancer, I’ll take it,” he
said.
After the men had been shaved,
women were next in line. Most of the
women opted to have their hair shortened, as opposed to completely shaved
off. Several girls looked shocked as
scissors and razors trimmed several

locks of hair.
Gabbi Hagan, the event organizer,
took part in the event for a third
time, getting her head completely
shaved. Hagan said she liked doing
this event because of what it stands
for.
“It’s a really neat thing to see everyone come together for it, to fight child-

hood cancer,” she said.
Courtney Martin, a freshman from
Murray, said that while she’s not used
to her hair being shorter, she’s glad she
took part.
“I keep grabbing for it, and it’s not
there,” she said. “I always wanted to do
this, and this was the perfect opportunity to do it with my sisters.”

GATTON

countries.
Sam Booth of Owensboro will use his
NSLI-Y scholarship to further his Korean studies in South Korea this summer.
Meredith Bickett, who is also from
Owensboro, will study Arabic in Morocco.
Blassar, Booth and Bickett all previously studied abroad with Gatton
Academy, as well as conducted research in various fields with WKU professors.
The U.S. Department of State also
awarded the scholarship to Rena Ryumae of Union, but she will decline to
instead travel to Pusan National University in South Korea to collaborate
with researchers to develop a point-ofcare diagnostic for pathogen detection
through a National Science Foundation Grant.

Henderson native
and Gatton
Academy student
India Blasser, 18,
recently received
the National
Security Language
Initiative for
Youth, or NSLI-Y,
scholarship to
study the Russian
language abroad
in Moldova for
six weeks over
the summer.
The program,
sponsored by the
U.S. Department
of State, allows
students to
fully immerse
themselves in the
language of their
choice. "I'm hoping
to become fluent,"
Blasser said. "I
figure language
immersion is the
fastest way to
learn."

Continued from FRONT
in the future while staying at WKU to
study biological anthropology.
Strode said participants in the program will live with a host family to
learn about culture and take "language immersion classes" during the
week.
Strode said students will also have
the opportunity to travel on the weekends with their host families.
He said the U.S. Department of State
will fully fund all housing, tuition and
travel expenses.
According to the NSLI-Y website,
students can choose to study Arabic,
Mandarin Chinese, Hindi, Korean, Tajiki, Russian or Turkish in 12 different

LUKE FRANKE/HERALD

Vote for us!
#46 Best Bank/Credit Union of the Hill
Service One has been on WKU’s campus since 1963!
Keep us the Best Credit Union on the Hill - vote for us today!
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Cherry Hall, Western Kentucky University Bowling Green, KY
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Gary Ransdell Hall, Western Kentucky University. “The Spirit Makes the Master.”
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CRIME REPORTS
• Bowling Green freshman Carolina Ng reported on April 12 an unknown male asked
her personal questions while she was working the desk in Helm Library.

• Police officers found Buffalo freshman Elijah
Thomas on April 11 in possession of marijuana, drug paraphernalia and a controlled
substance in Hugh Poland Hall.
• Police cited Clarksville, Indiana freshman
Lindsay Etherton and Shepherdsville freshman Darby Capito on April 11 for possession
of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia in Bemis Lawrence Hall.

SACSCOC

Continued from FRONT
-tion, a major step in the accreditation process. Prior to the committee’s visit, the university prepared an intensive paper report
explaining how it fulfilled SACSCOC’s lengthy standards.
President Gary Ransdell announced the successful visit via
email on Friday.
“The Committee was highly
complimentary of all aspects of
their visit, from the efficiency of
the arrangements to the quality of
the campuses and, most of all, the
hospitality of everyone they met,”
Ransdell said in the email.

Richard Miller, vice provost and
chief diversity officer, was on the
advisory committee that met with
SACSCOC members throughout
the process.
“It’s a wonderful process,” he said.
“It gives us an opportunity to give
us a close look at the things we do,
if we’re making progress towards
compliance or there’s a red flag that
we need to do things different. It’s
a wholesome, very healthy process
thorough internal review.”
While the reaccreditation visit
was successful, the formal process
isn’t over. Ransdell noted in his
email that SACSCOC made two
recommendations, but the fixes
were small.
One asked to “present clearer

• Police cited Louisville sophomore and WKU
football wide receiver Taywan Taylor on April
10 for stealing a breakfast sandwich from the
Garrett Conference Center food court. Estimated value of the stolen food was $2.50.

Calendar
Tuesday, April 14

Free HIV Testing
Location: Health Services Building
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Hatcher Lecture Series
Location: Faculty House
Time: 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Is Vladimir Putin a Threat to World
Peace: Panel Discussion
Location: Cherry Hall 210
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

SGA meeting
Location: DSU 2081
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Wednesday, April 15
Student Activities Yard Sale
Location: DSU 2113
8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Chocolate with a Conscience: The Ecology
of Kallari Cocoa Farming
Location: DSU 2124
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Geology Club movie night
Location: EST 0350
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

BG OnStage presents:
“James and the Giant Peach”
Location: Van Meter Hall
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Thursday, April 16
Campaign for the Stop Street
Harassment Organization
Location: Centennial Mall
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
University Senate
Location: Faculty House
3:45 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.

CRAFT BEER + MUSIC

F E S T I VA L I N T H E L O T

SAT. APRIL 25TH, 2015

ON THE CORNER OF CHESTNUT AND 11TH t (270) 393-1800

FACEBOOK.COM/BREWSANDTUNESBG

Kentucky Strings: Bluegrass
Music and Beyond
Location: DSU South Lawn
12:00 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Sallie Bingham Reading Series
Location: Cherry Hall 0125
5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

A3

examples of assessment-driven
improvement of academic programs,” Ransdell said. The second
note requested that WKU change a
small part of the “Evidence & Argument” Quality Enhancement Plan.
These responses are due Sept.
9, 2015, according to Ransdell’s
email. A formal decision will then
be made in December.
Miller noted smaller check-ups
will occur throughout the 10-year
gap between reaffirmations.
“There’s also a ‘mid-year’ process every five years, and you have
to provide documentation for a
certain number of standards,” he
said. “It’s not the 90 plus addressed
every 10 years but there are some
we have to address.”
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EDITORIAL

OPINION

Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
thoughts about the editorial, or
your thoug
write us with
w what is on your mind.

TWEETS FROM

THE HILL

@M
@Michael_Cheser:
Welp it's only 12
and we already have had a girl hit
the floor lol. #TurnUp #WKU — 12
Apr 2015
2

@joneskerrick:
Had a good time at
@jo
#WKU
#WK for junior day — 11 Apr 2015

POSTERGATE

@m
@mattsohl:
One year ago yesterday, I broke my collarbone. #WKU
#timefl
#tim ies — 10 Apr 2015
@tri
@trin_gonzalez:
So proud of @
Bisc
BiscuitsIAmHer
representing #WKU
t
on this
#BlackLivesMatter panel at
#AC
#ACUI15!
Proud of my alma mater
and the students involved. — 10 Apr
2015
@M
@MaddyRosemrs:
I love my school
and everything it's introduced me
#W
to #WKU—
10 Apr 2015

@ki
@king_leeee:
What's the move tonigh #wku— 9 Apr 2015
night

@Ca
@CanaHerron:
Headed to my audition Start praying! #IntoTheWoods
tion!
#WK #Audition — 9 Apr 2015
#WKU

@ha
@hannahh_guy:
I have walked up
the Hill almost every day for 3 years
and IT NEVER GETS EASIER #hilltoppers #morelikehillclimbers #hillstrugglers
#WKU— 9 Apr 2015
stru

sga election controversy
overshadowing real issues
THE ISSUE: Although Glasgow sophomore Jay Todd Richey won the Student
Government Association presidency by
26 percentage points, recent election appeals have called his victory into question.
One anonymous source came forward
and claimed that Richey violated Election
Code 3.4.6, “There shall be no campaign
material distributed into or onto doors or
doorways on campus.” A more recent accusation alleges that Richey also violated
code 3.4.13, "All candidates shall remove
all campaign material from university
property no later than five (5) days after
election." SGA’s Judicial Council will hear
both sides on April 16.
OUR STANCE: SGA isn’t really thinking
about disqualifying Richey over poor
poster placement, right?

T

his past week has been an embarrassment to SGA.
To anyone who has ever questioned the government body’s validity
or effectiveness, this whole situation is

now a crown jewel in the running joke
of the organization.
‘Postergate’ has evolved into such
a farce that it even overshadows the
abysmal numbers that the SGA election report revealed, and probably
what the organization really needs to
work on. There’s nothing impressive
about a total of 1,520 students voting in an election open to more than
18,000 students. More posters probably should be put on doors.
This is also the second SGA presidential election in three years which
saw results contested. In the spring of
2013, Keyana Boka won the SGA presidency, but controversy and havoc followed when opponents wagered that
she illegally had the Honors College
send an email in support of her candidacy. Although SGA’s Judicial Council
disqualified Boka, Howard Bailey, vice
president for Student Affairs, reinstated her.
Maybe the only reason this isn’t three
for three is that last year, current SGA
President Nicki Taylor ran unopposed.

It’s a shame that this is also happening in a year when SGA has been up to
a lot.
From debating smoking at WKU to
bringing alcohol to on-campus restaurants, SGA has done quite a bit this
year, and they should be celebrated.
President-Elect Richey even thought
to write a commentary for the Herald
to outline his plans for students. Obviously, there are members of SGA who
want to help the student body.
However, with shenanigans like this,
it’s hard to see why students would
want to get involved in SGA or believe
it can be an agent of campus change.
More so, both of these issues need
to be put to bed. There is no smoking
gun. There is no hotel break-in. There
is no blue dress. There are posters accidentally put in the wrong place and
forgotten posters on South Campus.
Neither of these incidents are why
Richey won by more than 300 votes. By
continuing this charade, SGA is dragging its name through the mud for no
reason.

@__tyler__m:
Is it really that hard
@
to reply to an email? #lazy #wku —
9 Apr 2015
@SamiBoBami1: Can't wait for
WKU next year! #WKU19 #WKU— 9
Apr 2015

@mattsohl:
@WKUDanceTeam1
fight your way back. You all have
worked hard and deserve this! WKU
is with you all!! #gotops #WKU #nationals— 9 Apr 2015

@CarolynCont : Someone needs to
start a petition for #WKU to replace
the sketchily slow elevator in Parking Structure 2 — 8 Apr 2015

@dancingalex: 3 days, 2 colleges,
and 7 dance classes #WKU #NKU
#dancerlife — 8 Apr 2015

NOW PLAYING

‘The Longest Ride’ sure seems long
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.COM
The latest Nicholas
Sparks
adaptation,
“The Longest Ride,”
gives us not one, but
two unendurable roJACKSON mances. In the true
FRENCH Sparks fashion, both of
these connected stoNow Playing: ries are schmaltzy to
Watch out for the extreme and as predictable as the sunrise.
what to watch.

When Sophia (Britt Robertson), an
art student from New Jersey meets bull
rider Luke (Scott Eastwood), opposites
attract. Both characters have vastly different ambitions that threaten to pull
them apart.
On their way back from a date, they
find Ira Levinson (Alan Alda), who had
a heart attack in his car. When Sophia
visits him in the hospital she reads the
old man letters he wrote to his wife
during the 40s, even though he saw
her every day and thus had no reason
to write them.
Through this contrived plot develop-
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ment, we learn about Ira and his deceased wife, a Jewish refugee from Nazi-occupied Austria. Unlike the main
romance in the movie, Ira’s story has
a lot of potential— it just goes unfulfilled. It would have been interesting
to see how World War II and the Holocaust affected him and his wife, but we
get almost none of that. Instead, their
story feels like the first ten minutes of
Pixar’s “Up,” albeit far longer and with
nowhere near the same level of emotional impact.
The movie seems to be trying for a
theme about the universality of love

or something, but the two stories
are so awkwardly mashed together
it doesn’t work. Both romances tie
together in preposterous ways that
wreck the suspension of disbelief.
The film overplays its hand, constantly trying to shove sad sentimentality down our throats, rather than
just letting the events of the movie
speak for themselves.
Long, dull and overloaded with clichés sure to set your eyes rolling, “The
Longest Ride” is a lot to slog through,
though fans of these movies surely
won’t mind.
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The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone
number, home town and classification or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
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DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky
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*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald publishes on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school year. The first
copy is free, and additional copies are 50 cents each, available in the Student Publications Center on Normal Street.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards

advertising@wkuherald.com

FOR SALE
BUY-SELL-TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!
The Great Escape Records & Comics
2945 Scottsville Rd. (Near Greenwood Mall)
615-782-8092
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when
asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1 Peru’s __ Picchu
6 Angle iron
10 Highest point
14 Kindle
download
15 SeaWorld
performer
16 Ellington’s
“Take __ Train”
17 Older name for
a passenger bus
19 Glass darkener
20 Responded in
court
21 Cape NNW of
Cod
22 Saguaros, e.g.
23 Covered up
24 Wedding gown
follower
27 Place in
quarantine
29 Legal thing
30 Came down
with
31 Kate, before
Petruchio’s
“taming”
32 Bit of
legislation
33 U2 lead singer
34 Like one
resisting
innovation
38 Die dots
41 Thumbs-up
42 Best man’s
offering
46 Santa __ winds
47 Fellows
48 Stir-fry
vegetable
50 Pirate
Blackbeard’s real

name
53 Rank below
cpl.
54 Believer in the
Great Pumpkin
55 NYC airport
56 Narrow
opening
57 Installed, as
carpet
58 Hole-making
tool
61 Years, to Nero
62 Wows, and how
63 Stone marker
64 Droops over
time
65 Peel in a
cocktail
66 Filled with
cargo

13 Chip away at
18 Golfer’s ride
22 Dollar divs.
24 Cry out loud
25 Curved foot
part
26 “Dallas Buyers
Club” actor Jared
28 Some
summer babies,
astrologically
32 Summer
coolers, for short
33 What winds do
35 Like Easter
eggs
36 Emailed
37 Texter’s “From
a different angle
...”
38 Spanish rice
dishes
DOWN
39 Gary’s home
1 Tennessee home 40 Hocking
of the NBA’s
43 Answered a
Grizzlies
2 Do away with
3 French
department that
translates to
“golden slope”
4 Robin __
5 Kiev is its cap.
6 Canadian coin
nicknamed for the
bird on it
7 Lego or Eggo,
for example
8 Duke Univ.
conference
9 Stadium shout
10 Rose essence
11 Lake Michigan
metropolis
12 Bring up

help-wanted ad,
say
44 Whence
Rossini’s barber
45 Spilled the
beans
47 Dalloway’s title
48 Most judicious
49 Virg. neighbor
51 German cars
52 Actor Cary
56 Latina lass:
Abbr.
58 Peace, in
Acapulco
59 Be indebted to
60 High-speed
www option

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD
SOLUTION
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Brad Porter, a freshman at Saginaw Valley State
University, waits for the second half of his game
to start. The game would determine which
teams would compete in the National Collegiate
Dodgeball Association Championship. Having
lost the first half, Porter understands the significance of the rest of the game. “I like dodgeball
because it’s fun. Even though on the court it
looks like we are trying to kill each other, off the
court we are all best friends,” Porter says.
ABBEY TANNER/HERALD

DODGE

LEFT: Tyler Prill (front) and Kris Kohler (behind) of Central Michigan University block throws from the opposing team of Grand Valley State University.
CMU made it to the final four in the National Collegiate Dodgeball Association Championship, but lost to GVSU. ABBEY TANNER/SPECIAL TO THE
HERALD
ABOVE: On April 11 to12, WKU hosted the National Collegiate Dodgeball Association Championship. Sixteen teams competed over this two day tournament from all over the country. Central Michigan University and Grand Valley
State competed in the championship game, the latter winning the title 2-0
for the third year in a row. ABBEY TANNER/SPECIAL TO THE HERALD
BELOW: A member of WKU's dodgeball team holds a ball before their match
against James Madison University at the National Collegiate Dodgeball Association's national tournament on Sunday, April 12 at the Preston Center
in Bowling Green. WKU had a 1-3 record during the tournament and was
knocked out by JMU during the Sweet 16 round. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
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Greek life
welcomes
new sorority

LIFE

BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

After a process that began in September, a new sorority will join the
WKU Greek community this coming
fall.
Delta Zeta sorority will come to WKU
after being approved by the WKU Panhellenic Council. Delta Zeta beat out
Alpha Sigma Tau and Gamma Phi Beta
sororities, all of which gave presentations on why they wanted to have a local chapter at WKU last month.
According to its website, Delta Zeta’s
purpose is to “unite its members in the
bonds of sincere and lasting friendship, to stimulate one another in the
pursuit of knowledge, to promote the
moral and social culture of its members, and to develop plans for guidance and unity in action.”
Alex Kennedy, coordinator for Greek
Affairs, said recruitment for the sorority will begin during MASTER Plan, a
program that occurs the week before
the fall semester starts to help residen-

If you can get them
involved, they stay here,
they make a connection,
they become leaders,
they become involved.
All of that comes
together.”

DODGE

Charley Pride,
Director of Student Activities

DUCK DIP DIVE DODGE

SEE PAGE A6 FOR MORE WKU DODGE BALL PHOTOS

WKU hosts dodgeball tournament
BY TREY CRUMBIE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
College students from
across the nation traveled
to WKU this weekend to engage a sport played in thousands of elementary schools:
dodgeball.
The Preston Center hosted the National Collegiate
Dodgeball
Association
Championship on Saturday
and Sunday.
The building was filled with

the passionate screams and
shouts of men and women
as rubber balls bounced off
bodies and chairs.
Louisville
sophomore
Dominique Warfield, a
member of WKU’s dodgeball team, has been playing
since last year. Warfield said
he loves multiple aspects of
the sport.
“The atmosphere, how
competitive it is,” he said.
“These games, they’re close
and they come down to the
wire and everybody is get-

ting hyped. I love that.”
On Sunday, a crowd clung
to the rails of the upstairs
walking track to watch the
action as students adorned
in colored sports jerseys
tried their best to clobber
the opposing side with the
spherical weapons. The
crowd uttered a collective
shout of surprise each time a
player was struck fairly hard.
Sixteen dodgeball teams
participated in the tourney,
including WKU, University
of Kentucky, Ohio State Uni-

versity and Pennsylvania
State University.
The players ducked, spun
and ran in order to secure
victory for their team or to
avoid getting eliminated
from the game themselves.
Joe Lucen, a sophomore
from the University of Kentucky, said the sport has introduced him to a variety of
people due to the amount of
traveling involved.
“I’ve met some of the best
SEE DODGE PAGE B3

A member of WKU's dodgeball team holds a ball during a timeout in a match against Saginaw Valley State University at the National
Collegiate Dodgeball Association's national tournament Saturday, April 11, at the Preston Center. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

tial freshman get acclimated to college
life.
Kennedy said officers will be elected
or appointed within the sorority itself,
but a sorority national volunteer may
facilitate the process.
Delta Zeta will be the ninth sorority
in the WKU Panhellenic Association
and the 15th sorority overall on WKU’s
campus.
Within the WKU Panhellenic Association, there is a concept called “total” which is the average chapter size.
Sororities are encouraged to reach the
“total”, which is 147 for this semester.
Kennedy said Delta Zeta will try to
reach “total,” but will not be held to
that standard as it is still new.
Charley Pride, director of Student
Activities, said he hopes the new sorority helps with student retention
and development.
“If you can get them involved, they
stay here,” he said. “They make a connection, they become leaders, they
become involved. All of that comes
together.”

SEE DELTA ZETA PAGE B3

Bowling Green artist illustrates with Kentucky spirit
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Paducah native John
Thompson loves to draw. By
day he manages the Bowling
Green branch of design firm
ZebraGraphics. By night, he
takes up his pencil, sits at
his easel and sketches intricate illustrations. His art has
caught the attention of the
community at large. Thompson's work graces the Diddle
North lot entrance to Diddle
Arena.
“I’ve been drawing all my
life, just for fun,” he said.
Thompson said he’s been
drawing since he was old
enough to hold a pencil.
He said art has always been
something he’s wanted to do,
and he’s always been driven
to draw. He said during high
school he would often draw
his own comic books.
The style he used in his
comic books of exaggera-

tion and unrealism has
spilled into the work he does
today.
“Sometimes I joke that my
art career streams from 13
years of getting in trouble for
drawing in class,” Thompson said.
Thompson’s artistic work
started off with portraits, but
now he finds himself doing
illustrations. One of Thompson’s recent works was an
illustrated map of Bowling
Green. The map was drawn
in his comic-like style and
included many of Bowling
Green’s iconic features—the
Corvette museum, WKU’s
campus, the Square, Beech
Bend Park and Southern
Lanes. For this project, he
said it took a lot of research
and a heavy amount of time
put in.
“Maybe 100 hours. I wasn’t
keeping track,” Thompson
said. “This is something that
SEE ARTIST PAGE B3

Bowling Green artist John David Thompson works on his piece called “Kentucky Map,” Saturday, at ZebraGraphics in Bowling Green. Thompson created the mural that hangs above the Diddle North lot entrance to the arena.
MIKE CLARK/HERALD
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" I get paid to
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that are
important to
the WKU
community."
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a crimonology major
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Continued from LIFE
people I’ve ever met in my
life, and I only get to see them
a couple of times a year when
we all happen to be at the same
tournament,” he said.
After each game, team members retreated from the dodgeball courts to the front of Preston to either wish each other
good luck during the next game
or for a safe trip home.
WKU lost to James Madison
University 3-0 on Sunday, during the Sweet 16.
Warfield said it was fun playing in the tournament and
was happy with how the team
played overall.
“We didn’t end it the way we

ARTIST

Continued from LIFE

I’ve always done in my leisure
time mostly, and this was more
of a labor of love, so I wasn’t getting commissioned to do it or
really keeping track of my time.”
Candle Makers on the Square
is one of the local businesses
that features Thompson’s work.
Brittney Black, manager of
Candle Makers, said the store
began showcasing Thompson’s
work in September of last year.
Black said people, especially
tourists, love his portrayal of
Bowling Green, and she ap-

TRACK & FIELD

Continued from sports

On the sprinting side, WKU
sophomore All-American Emmanuel Dasor won the 200
and 400-meter dashes with
times of 20.85 and 46.58 respectively.
“It was really exciting to compete at home—it was great,”
Dasor said. “This year was an
even bigger expectation, be-

b3
Players from
WKU and Saginaw Valley
State University exchange
opening
throws at the
start of their
match during
the National
Collegiate
Dodgeball
Association's
national
tournament
on Saturday
at the Preston
Center. MIKE

would have wanted to, but
we’re growing, still doing a lot
of rebuilding,” he said.
The final match played Sunday afternoon involved Central Michigan University and
Grand Valley State University.
GVSU won the final match,
2-0. This was the team's third
consecutive
championship
and seventh overall.
Kevin Bailey, a senior from
Grand Valley State University,
said it was a goal from the very
beginning to win the championship. Bailey said it was such
a relief when the final buzzer
sounded.
"It was just the best feeling
because we all got to celebrate
together," he said.

CLARK/HERALD

plauds his work as well.
“I, personally, love his work. His
drawings are amazing,” she said.
Last fall, Thompson was
commissioned by Houchens
Industries to update the mural inside the Diddle North
lot entrance to Diddle Arena.
Thompson said the mural took
76 hours to complete. Thompson said Houchens Industries
approached him after they had
seen his map of Bowling Green.
“They liked that homespun,
hand drawn quality about it
and they wanted their mural to
be in that same style, but very
colorful,” he said.

Brandon Jones, marketing
coordinator for Houchens Industries, said the company
had worked with Thompson
on projects through ZebraGraphics. Jones has known
Thompson for several years
personally and professionally.
“I’ve seen quite a bit of his work
and he’s phenomenal,” he said.
Jones said the premise behind the Houchens Industries
mural was to artistically and
creatively display causes that
are important to Houchens.
Organizations such as United
Way, Junior Achievement and
the Center for Courageous

Kids are all featured icons on
the mural. Jones said he and
Houchens are very pleased
with the finished product.
Thompson is now working on
an illustrated map of Kentucky
he began a couple of months
ago and continually updates in
his free time. He said it has been
an educational experience for
him, since he knows Bowling
Green more than other cities.
Thompson is attempting to
show cities for what their best
known for, like the Kentucky
Derby in Louisville and the barbecue in Owensboro.
“I’m trying to iconize each

major city by showing what it’s
known for,” Thompson said.
Thompson is also working
on a commissioned project
with the United Way of Southern Kentucky for their 25th
anniversary. Thompson said
he doesn’t plan on quitting his
job at ZebraGraphics to pursue a full-time job as an artist,
as both have continually provided him with creative outlet.
“In my day job, I get to be
creative, and in my night job
I do as well. Like I said, the influences overlap one another,
and it’s worked out very well,”
Thompson said.

cause we can always improve.”
Dasor also said he felt most
comfortable in the 200 meter.
“I don’t care about my strides
in 200,” Dasor said. “It’s all
about finishing, and this was
my first time doing the 200 in
outdoor— it was really great.”
Dasor’s time in the 400-meter
dash ranks 4th in WKU history
and first in C-USA this season.
His time in the 200-meter dash
ranks second in the league.

Dasor also contributed to
the Hilltoppers' win in the
400-meter relay, finishing with
a time of 40.54 seconds. Freshman Grant Swinton, sophomore Ventavius Sears and junior Ja’Karyus Redwine were
the other contributing athletes on the way to clocking a
40.54 showing.
WKU also had high accomplishments from their throwers, including senior Travis

Gerding, who nabbed a win in
the discus with a toss of 166-8
and finished third in the shot
put at 54-8 1/4.
Senior Jatavia Wright finished 100-meter hurdles with
the second fastest time in
Lady Topper history of 13.91
seconds. She finished fourth
in the event.
Lady Topper sprinter Carrol
Hardy won the 100-meter dash
with a time of 11.61 seconds.

Overall, the team earned three
top 25 performances in the
meet and several of the athletes
had performances that moved
them in the top eight of the conference rankings.
The Hilltoppers and Lady
Toppers will be competing
again this weekend, the team
will be split with half going to
Mt. SAC Relays and the other
half going to the Austin Peay
Invitational.

SOFTBALL

Continued from sports
utility player Jacqueline McGill made it
home off an Eagle error.
Hannah Parker stepped into the circle to pitch at the top of the fourth and
immediately notched two strikeouts.
Parker allowed no hits or runs the rest
of the game.
Shawna Sadler stepped up to the
plate at the bottom of the fourth and
hit a line drive RBI triple, sending

BASEBALL

Continued from sports
day would not be any more cheerful
for the Hilltoppers. They gave up five
runs, 15 hits overall, in the first five innings to lose their second C-USA series
of the season.
The Hilltoppers regained some energy in the fifth inning by scoring two
runs on three hits, but could not create
a big enough threat to the solid Golden
Eagle defense.
“If a couple of our hits go left or
right a couple more inches, we have

Chaumont home for a score of 2-0.
Pugh hit an RBI single in the fifth inning that sent Holloway home.
With the bases loaded, Chaumont
gave it her all and hit an RBI double to
bring in three more runs, bringing the
score to 6-0.

Game Three (8-0)

The Lady Toppers completed the
sweep after just five innings. WKU
notched 13 hits and Kramer (17-4)
pitched another double-digit strikeout

Next game

a really good offensive day,” Mytuesday, April 14
ers said. “We don’t
5:30 p.m.
change who we
VS. Kentucky
are just because
@ lexington
of this loss. We
can’t dwell on this.
That’s a good team, and we had our
chances, and now we have to go play
Kentucky.”
The Hilltoppers will look to get back
on track in Lexington on Tuesday as
they begin their week against Kentucky. First pitch is set for 5:30 p.m. CT
at Cliff Hagan Stadium.

Wkuherald.com

game with 10, her 19th of the season.
Kramer allowed two hits and one
walk.
All but two Lady Toppers posted hits.
Franklin, Hanson, and Holloway had two
runs each. Hanson attributed two RBIs.
The score was 3-0 by the second inning with Franklin’s run in the first
followed by Hanson’s and Holloway’s
runs in the second.
Chaumont hit her second home run
during the third inning, hitting the ball
over the left field fence.

DELTA ZETA

Continued from life

Kennedy said the Greek community
has been very interested in the new
sorority coming to campus.
“Overwhelming the community is
nothing but positive,” she said.
Mandi Evans, director of Membership
Services for Delta Zeta’s national organization, said the sorority has had its eye on
WKU for a long time and is looking forward becoming apart of the community.
“We hope to provide an opportunity

WKu's no. 1 source
for campus news

Freshman Lexie Norfleet scored a
run with two outs on the board thanks
to Hanson.
The game was 8-0 by the end of the
third and ended in the fifth inning.
WKU’s inaugural C-USA season is
drawing to a close, with just three more
conference series left to play against
FIU, Charlotte and Middle Tennessee.
“We’re looking to come in and make
better adjustments at the plate and
continue to pitch really well in the circle,” Tudor said.

for women who may not have had the
sorority experience,” she said.”
Kennedy echoed Evans thoughts on
Delta Zeta offering a unique sorority
experience for women.
“Being a founding sister to a brand
new chapter can be a very exciting
thing and it’s a great honor,” she
said.
For those interesting in joining Delta Zeta, contact Kennedy at 270-7452459 or alexandria.kennedy@wku.
edu.
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» Twitter: Follow @WKUHeraldSports
for live updates of softball, baseball, and
track & field events this weekend.

TRACK & FIELD

Lady Tops
dominate
in weekend
series
BY HUNTER FRINT

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Topper softball team
dished out a three-game sweep of the
Southern Miss Golden Eagles this past
weekend.
Two of WKU’s (25-7, 10-2) three wins
on the weekend came in shutout fashion. A doubleheader on Saturday afternoon clenched the series for the
Lady Toppers with scores of 7-1 and
6-0.
The final match on Sunday ended
with a score of 8-0, giving the Lady
Toppers their 10th C-USA win of teh
season. Two other teams, Florida
Atlantic and University of Alabama
Birmingham have double-digit wins
(10).
With the sweep, WKU stays in first
place of the league’s East Division.
Freshman infielder Carleigh Chaumont had a big weekend for the Lady
Toppers, hitting the first two home
runs of her Lady Topper career over
the course of the series. Chaumont
notched five hits and three runs off of
10 at bats on the weekend.
“I was really proud of my whole
pitching staff as well as Carleigh Chaumont,” Head Coach Amy Tudor said.
“What a weekend. I’m real proud of
that kid. You know, she got her shot,
she took it and she hit the ball really
well.”

Game One (7-1)

Senior Pitcher Miranda Kramer
started for WKU and pitched all seven innings of the first game. Kramer
notched 11 strikeouts and allowed
only four hits and one run.
Junior infielder Morgan McKeever
took the only run scored by the Golden Eagles all weekend when she stole
home plate.
Senior Shelbee Rodgers earned the
start for Southern Miss on the mound,
holding an ERA of 6.09.
Senior Larissa Franklin started off
the scoring for the Lady Tops in the
first inning. WKU brought in the runs
quickly, ending the first inning with a
score of 5-1.
In the sixth inning Dani Pugh’s RBI
home run brought in the final two
runs bringing the final score to 7-1.

Game Two (6-0)

The game opened with WKU in the
field and Lady Topper senior Janna
Scheff at the mound. Scheff pitched
until the fourth inning and allowed
three hits and no runs.
The score held at 0-0 until the bottom of the third when Lady Topper

SEE SOFTBALL PAGE B3

WKU's Peter Agaba splashes into a pool of water in the steeplechase event during the Hilltopper Relays at the Ruter Track
and Field Complex on Saturday. NICK WAGNER/HERALD

No place like home
Hilltopper Relays show program’s progression
BY ALEXUS RICHARDSON
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

This weekend, the WKU
track and field team showcased their
Next meet
talent in
april 17 & 18, all day
Bowling
mt. SAC relays/ Austin
Peay Invitational
Green— an
@ walnut, CA/
opportunity
Clarksville, TN
that only
comes once a year. WKU
student athletes broke personal and school records as
they competed in the Hilltopper Relays at the Ruter
Track and Field Complex.
It was the seventh straight
year WKU hosted their annual home event. With the
WKU senior Karleigh Parker reacts after
weather in their favor, 21
committing a foul during the pole vault
teams from 12 institutions
competition in the Hilltopper Relays, Saturcame out for competition,
day at the Ruter Track and Field Complex.
including multiple ConferParker finished third in the event, but not
before both she and WKU freshman Ria
ence USA schools and two
Mollers, who finished second, set the school
of the strongest NAIA (Napole vault record at 13-feet-7.5 inches. NICK
tional Association of InterWAGNER/HERALD

collegiate Athletics) schools
in the country.
Head Coach Eric Jenkins
said that he was excited to
be able to bring in such a
high caliber of competition.
“We started out with 4
or 5 teams, and now having 15 really shows our
progression,” Jenkins said.
“We hope to continue to
enhance our facilities and
provide experience where
people can come out and
really enjoy their Saturday.”
In Saturday’s relay events,
pole-vaulters senior Karleigh Parker and freshman
Ria Mollers both set a new
WKU record at 13-feet-7.5
inches.
They finished with Mollers
in second and Parker in
third, with Mollers finishing
with less misses.

SEE TRACK & FIELD PAGE B3

BASEBALL

Toppers drop series to Southern Miss in ‘game of inches’
BY JOHN REECER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Hilltoppers lost two
of three conference games
against Southern Miss this
past weekend at Nick Denes
Field and dropped to seventh
place in the Conference USA
rankings.
After winning the first game
of the series 5-0 on Friday,
Southern Miss defeated WKU
(16-16) in a blowout with a
score of 15-3 on Saturday. The
Golden Eagles would then go
on to win the series on Sunday
with a score of 6-3.
“It’s a game of inches,” Head
Coach Matt Myers said. “The
series came down to literally a couple of pitches today,
and that’s just baseball. When
you are playing clean baseball
against good teams that’s what
it usually comes down to. I’m
not mad at how we played. We
just came up short.”
Friday, WKU started the series on a high note, a shutout
highlighted by the performances of junior pitcher John
Harman and redshirt sophomore pitcher Kevin Elder on

the mound. The duo combined to give up just one hit
on the day and nine strikeouts
as Harman earned the win
and Elder earned the save.
“I thought that John Harman was outstanding,” Myers said. “I’m really proud of
how he performed with him
getting a late notice on the
start. Kevin Elder has got a
lot of confidence, and he was
outstanding tonight. He really
saved the pitching staff with
his unbelievable play.”
Senior shortstop Cody Wofford and junior third baseman
Danny Hudzina provided the
energy on offense. Wofford
hit a two-run home run in the
sixth inning and Hudzina hit a
solo bomb in the seventh.
The series took a turn in favor of Southern Miss in game
two. WKU committed four errors early on, allowing Southern Miss 14 runs in the first
four innings. Southern Miss
evened the series at 1-1.
“We just aren’t playing well
defensively, and our pitching
has also not been there,” said
sophomore outfielder Paul
Murray. “Those little errors we

Hilltopper senior Brandon Allen fires a pitch against Southern Miss at Nick Denes Field on Saturday.
NICK WAGNER/HERALD

made today were huge, and we
have to clean up the little things.
Defense wins championships
at the end of the day, and we
have to get better there.”
Murray proved to be one of

the bright spots for the Hilltoppers, finishing the day with
a career high in hits going for 4
for 5 at the plate.
“Murray was awesome today,” Myers said. “He has been

the guy that we go to against
left handers, and he gave four
to five great at bats. I am proud
of him.”
The rubber match on Sun-

SEE BASEBALL PAGE B3

